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KEY 
PLAYERS

M eet the people who are shaping the future of the communit ies they 
l ive in whi le inspir ing ever yone they meet a long the way. Though 
the ir stories are a l l dif ferent and the ir backgrounds, histories, 
hopes and dreams var y, the one thing each has in common is 

a passion for what they do and the ir abi l it y to see past themse lves for the 
benefi t of others. In the fol lowing pages, you’ l l meet this issue’s Key Players 
and get a brief gl impse into the ir l ives. If you happen to run into one of them 
during your da i ly rout ine , take a moment to sa lute them. They ’ve earned it .



Melissa McCaughan White is a facilitator 
of giving. As Executive Director of the Key 
Biscayne Community Foundation, she enables 
Key residents who are philanthropic and who 
understand the value of charitable work to give 
effectively through donor-advised funds. “I’ve 
been able to meet so many fantastic Key Biscayne 
residents who really understand the power of 
giving,” she says. “Whether they give their time, 
their money or both, they are actively making 
a difference in our communities and others 
around the world.” Having grown up in Key 
Biscayne, White can attest to the importance 
of community, especially when it comes to 
neighbors who unite to make a difference. As 
she and her husband raise two little girls of their 
own, she assures that her life and her work 
belong to the community where she was raised. 
“I want to create a culture of family philanthropy 
on the island,” she says. “We should be teaching 
our children the importance of working hard 
and of giving back. While charity should start at 
home, it should not stop there.”

Quick Facts:
Funny fact: “At least once a week, I get a call 
at the Foundation asking when the Zumba class 
starts or what time the gym closes.”

Words of Wisdom: “To borrow a quote: 
‘I have never doubted that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed people can change the 
world’ or...at least, Miami-Dade County.”

How she celebrates a victory: “I have 
a glass of wine with my husband or do a happy 
dance with my daughter.” 

Text by Luisana Suegart; Photo by Antonio Eli

Melissa McCaughan White is the Executive 
Director of the Key Biscayne 
Community Foundation; 305.361.2770; 
KeyBiscayneFoundation.org. 

Big 
Heart
“The Community 
Foundation ensures that 
your philanthropy endures, 
creating a lasting legacy.”
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Richard Goldstein advises clients on major 
transactions on a daily basis, his main goal being 
to protect their wealth and the future of their 
families – but don’t mistake him for a bland 
attorney. “While I have a love for numbers, I 
also have a strong creative mind and wanted 
to  nd a way that I could blend the two. Law 
was the natural step in this equation,” says 
Goldstein, who tells us his pastime is writing 
mystery stories centered around family fortunes, 
conspiracy and plans gone wrong. “I guess you 
could say I like to take my work home with me!” 
Goldstein represents domestic and international 
clients, from high networth individuals to large 
public and privately held companies. “Whether 
it be preserving their wealth or identifying tax 
strategies to maximize pro  ts, I work closely 
with my clients to advance their business 
objectives,” he assures. “In today’s increasingly 
global climate, this requires a complex 
understanding of foreign economies. As Latin 
American economies rebound, Miami will reap 
the bene  t through foreign investors looking to 
do business here.”

Quick Facts
First job: “As a high school student, I worked 
as a Tennis Pro in New York.” 

Good habit: “I never interrupt people. The 
art of listening has unfortunately become far too 
infrequent in today’s society.”

Best advice he can give: “Life is too short 
to make a deal with bad partners!”

Favorite word: “Monetize!”

Text by Luisana Suegart; Photo by Antonio Eli

Richard M. Goldstein is Chairman of Tax & 
Wealth Transfer Group at Bilzin Sumberg Baena 
Price & Axelrod LLP; 1450 Brickell Ave., 23rd 
Floor; 305.374.7580; Bilzin.com.

Money 
Man
“I take a personal interest in 
my clients’ matters and have 
developed many friendships 
beyond work.”
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